IWERNE MINSTER NEWSLETTER
FEBRUARY — MARCH 2025

Rainbow over Iwerne Minster

A 20 MPH LIMIT ON THE A350 THROUGH THE
VILLAGE?

All streets within the village, east of the A350, have a
20mph limit. This has been generally successful in
promoting road safety. Many parishioners have
expressed a desire to see this limit extended to the
A350. The Parish Council wishes to know the views
of the village and determine if there is support for a
20mph limit along the A350 in the village. So, a
questionnaire. If you
receive a paper copy of A350 Road Safety Questio@‘es
the newsletter, please
complete the enclosed
questionnaire and return it
to the Village Shop or to
John Goodliffe at the
Corner House on Church
Hill. If you get the
newsletter electronically,
please respond by going to
https://forms.office.com/r/aZW73jeabv or by using this
QR code. Please respond by the 1t March. JG

IWERNE MINSTER EMERGENCY PLAN

In October of last year Dorset Council organised a
Table Top Exercise for the Emergency Plan Co-
ordinators. As a result of this exercise, we are
working on updating the plan with some minor
amendments including updating our volunteer
list. Do getin contact if:
1. you are willing to volunteer in an emergency
situation and have not previously advised us.
2. you would like to be added to our list of
vulnerable residents who may need some
additional support in the event of a prolonged
incident.
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Please contact the co-ordinators using the following
details iwerneminsteremergencyplan@outlook.com or
mobile number 07811 314694.

SPEED WATCH
Geoff Peters of Iwerne Minster Speed Watch recently
received a letter from the National Police Chiefs’
Council thanking all Community Speed Watch
Volunteers for their help in keeping our roads safe.
Geoff would also like to remind us that ‘the IM Speed
Watch has been operating for over 10 years,
reminding drivers that there is a speed limit in the
village. All those drivers caught have received a letter,
others a fine and some a visit from a police officer for
their lack of concentration in driving dangerously;
fortunately, we have had no accidents or injuries to
date. We are a dwindling number and we need
volunteers to join us in what is considered by some a
worthy cause.” Contact Geoff for more details:
geoff.peters13@hotmail.co.uk

ABINGDON HALL SECRETARY NEEDED
Sadly, our secretary will be retiring at the AGM in
June. If anyone in the village who would like to join
the committee to take on this position, please contact
Dianne Benfield on 01747 811507 or email
diannebenfield05@aol.com
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NEWS THE VILLAGE CLUB

Happy New Year to everyone from the Village Club!

We got off to our new programme with the first
Coffee Morning of the year on Saturday, January 5.
This was a great success with the Club full of happy
coffee drinkers catching up with friends and village
gossip after the Christmas break. It was good to see
so many members and friends. We have a Quiz
Evening on Thursday, February 6" so come along,
bring or form a team, test your knowledge and enjoy
a really fun filled sociable evening. Coming up at the
end of February is the annual Pantomime which will
be performed on Thursday February 27" February,
Friday 28" and Saturday 15t March. Tickets are on
sale at the shop and are going fast, so hurry up and
get yours. New Members are always very welcome to
join and make use of the Snooker room and join the
Table Tennis sessions on Tuesday afternoons from
2.30pm. Penny Marsh

IWERNE MINSTER WHATSAPP COMMUNITY

Our Community WhatsApp keeps
" | people informed of village news and
w events. Itis also the quickest way to
contact you in the event of an
emergency incident involving the village. Please join
up and encourage others to do so. Contact Susan
Trim on 07811 314694 or
email iwerneminsteremergencyplan@outlook.com.
Please note your mobile number will not be shared
with the community; it will only be shared with Susan
Trim, Paul Le Prevost and Kerry O'Connor.
Susan Trim

OASIS PLANTS

We would just like to wish everyone who has made
the trip over to Child Okeford to visit Oasis Plant
Centre over the past twelve months a happy and
prosperous New Year. Needless to say, we hope that
we can all enjoy some more predictable weather with
a little warmth in the spring as 2024 was pretty
disappointing in that regard! With that in mind we
would like to remind everyone that we will be closed
in January but opening again on Saturday 1st
February 2025 at 10.00am.

Andrew Davies

Hambledon Plants

Oasis Plant Centre

01258 861325

07584 902751
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COME AND JOIN THE CIRCUITEERS!
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On Friday the 3rd of May, last year, the first lwerne
Minster circuit class was held at the village
clubhouse. Surprisingly, there were a few brave souls
who were interested in doing a circuit of exercises
that included strength training and elements of cardio.
We have developed the class with the help of an
expert trainer so that it can work for beginners, as
well as those at intermediate level. Circuit classes are
now on Wednesday mornings at 8:45 in the Village
Clubhouse. We have a fabulous community and
would love to see more new faces. Feel free to drop
in and check us out. Or message me at
denisekjones@yahoo.co.uk for more information. Our
class is a community effort and is affordable, as well
as fun. If you’d like to meet some fitness enthusiasts
and help us generate some energy on a Wednesday
morning, please join. Denise Jones

PLUS BUS

A reminder of the excellent community bus service
from lwerne Minster to Salisbury every fortnight on a
Tuesday morning. At the moment this is free for bus
pass holders though a small fee will be charged as
from April. The charge is £8 if you don’t have a bus
pass.

If you fancy a couple of hours in Salisbury,
check out the PlusBus website:
www.ectcharity.co.uk/Dorset/plusbus-in-dorset or ring
01258 287987 for further information.

The upcoming Tuesday fortnightly services
will be on Feb 11, Feb 25, March 11 and March 25.

THE CRICKET PITCH — NO DOGS PLEASE!

Dogs are not allowed on the cricket pitch. OK, so it
hasn’t been used for cricket for a while, but the plan
is to start cricket on it again. If you're interested in
taking part, please contact Andrew Osborne on
01747 811433.

In the meantime, please, don’t take or let your
dog onto it!
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ANOTHER GREAT CHRISTMAS DINNER IN
ABINGDON HALL
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The annual Abingdon Hall Christmas dinner was
another very successful event to get the Iwerne
Minster Christmas celebrations started. Thanks must
firstly go to Sue Le Prevost who once again took
responsibility for organising the dinner. An event like
this cannot run smoothly without the cooks,
waitresses, turkey carvers and washer uppers and
my thanks go to all of the ladies and gentlemen who
filled these roles.

Having spent a large amount of our funds on
retiling the hall roof, the £855.98 raised by the dinner
is a welcome boost to our bank account. So, | thank
everyone who bought tickets and generously
supported the raffle.

The Hall is run by trustees on behalf of the
residents of the village. Please see our
website http://www.iwerneminstervillagehall.com for

more information about the hall and how to hire it for
Dianne Benfield (Chairman)

events.
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IWERNE MINSTER 100 CLUB
November 2024 Results

£15 Terry Hack (32)
£12 Graham Hale (23)
£10 Mrs Greder (62)
£5 Basil Purdue (81)

December 2024 Result

£30 Jean & Peter Robinson (95)
£20 Rod Major (15)

£20 Heather Newson (67)

£20 Lionel Stickley (71)

£20 Janet Cummins (60)

BASIC HOME MAINTENANCE

Would you be interested in learning some basic home
maintenance? Such as changing a plug, changing a
washer, cleaning a dryer vent, bleeding radiators,
replacing batteries and testing smoke alarms?

Do you have the skills and the time that you
would be prepared to share with other residents in
the village to teach them home maintenance?

If either of the above apply to you please
contact Susan Trim on:
iwerneminsterneighbourhoodwatch@outlook.com
or 0781 131 4694.

Insurance: At your own risk. There will be a
charge to cover costs.

Rainfallin lwerne Minster 2024
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Points to note for 2024: September, October and
November were wet. December was dry.

Over the last 30 years: 2024 was the third wettest
year with 1,307 ml recorded. 2023 was the fourth
wettest. The wettest year was 2021, the dryest was
1996.

Long term it seems that October is generally wet,
May and June generally dry.

As this is being written, we are experiencing an
‘anticyclonic gloom’. A fitting epithet for our weather!
Rainfall figures supplied by Ron Benfield; chart
collated by John Goodliffe.
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IWERNE MINSTER XMAS BAZAAR

It was all change for the Iwerne Minster Bazaar this
Christmas. Held on 30" November, the refurbishment
of St. Mary’s enabled it to increase in scope with the
additional space and facilities the Church now
affords.

B Alongside what was
arguably the best village
raffle of the year, there
was a variety of stalls from
jewellery and cards to
children’s toys and
activities.

There was still
plenty of space for
socialising with coffee and
warm mince pies served
from the kitchenette - all
|mbued W|th a festlve mix over the sound system from
Big Band Sinatra to Jazz by Jamie Cullum and Carols
by Rutter. All in all, it was a joyous and successful
occasion, celebrated with a year on year increase in
funds raised for Alabare (a charity for the homeless)
at £917. Thank you to all who attended and helped
organise especially Charlotte Bowater and Julia
Osborne.

Anyone wishing to sell their goods or to help
at next year’s bazaar would be welcomed and can
contact Charlotte at: charlotte@guilded.co.uk
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THE VIEW FROM ST MARY’S
Christmas seems to have come and gone in a flash
this year — or is it always like that?

Before Christmas we enjoyed another Choral
Evensong focussed on Advent — the period leading
up to the birth of Christ. The acoustics of the
refurbished church lend themselves to music of this
nature and the service was again very well attended.

The three Christmas services were all well
attended. Everyone enjoyed singing traditional carols
and hearing familiar readings telling the Christmas
story at the carol service. The midnight service on
Christmas Eve was as atmospheric as ever. On
Christmas Day we welcomed Bishop Karen, Bishop
of Sherborne. In her excellent sermon she focussed
on the opportunity to come together as a community
with friends and family.

The Christmas celebrations were enhanced,
as ever, by the beauty of the decorations in the
church. As well as the traditional Christmas tree, the
flowers were glorious. Huge thanks are due to Penny
Marsh and her team for making the refurbished
church even more beautiful.

After serving as Church Treasurer for five
years, Peter Wintle has stepped down. Peter guided
us through the financial aspects of the refurbishment,
which was no easy task, and we have been very
fortunate in having the benefit of his wisdom. Happily,
David Sirl has agreed to take over the role, for which
we are most grateful.

Now we look forward to a new year. Home
groups have restarted on Monday and Tuesday
afternoons, and we are planning a Christianity
Explored course in the spring. For information about
these and other events please speak to the vicar. And
from all at St Mary’s we wish you a very happy New

Year. David Parkhouse
RIP

Julia Mumford Previously of Home
Farm
Mr and Mrs Mallinson Previously of Home
Farm
David Shoesmith  Watery Lane
Ray Brooks Past resident [Watery
Lane]
David Irving Rowan Cottage, Post
Office Road

20, Oakwood Drive
Edge House,

George Dean
Margaret Leech
Blandford Road
Mary Faulkner
Lane

David Dobie

The Cottage, Shute

Springfield, Church Hill
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REMEMBERING GEORGE DEAN

George Herbert Dean was born in 1942 in rural
Yorkshire. He grew up in what became a large family
of six brothers and a sister in and around Great
Driffield in the East Riding. George was a boxer and
champion cross-country runner. Around 1959, he
went to London to join the Metropolitan Police Force
as a cadet. He was very proud of his time in the
police, ending up being based at Bow Station in the
East End. Bow was pretty lively at the time, and he
talked about visits to Buckingham Palace, and once
helping on royal protection for Princess Margaret. He
was wounded in an incident and declared medically
unfit and left the force.

In 1961 he met Mary, and they married in
1963 in Southampton. They had three sons.

George worked hard all his working life to
provide for his family. He had spells working as a
minicab driver, telephone operator, and a gas board
salesman — once supplying a radiator to the
imperious Lady Mountbatten at Broadlands.
Eventually, he joined the Ford Motor Company at the
Southampton Transit Plant finally becoming a
supervisor dealing with external suppliers to the
factory.

In 1970, the family moved to Hedge End in
Hampshire. He helped with fundraising for a new
Scout hut, and he also became a Southampton FC
supporter.

In 1977, the family then moved to Colden
Common in Hampshire where he joined the Parish
Council. He was heavily involved in two projects:
establishing a minibus for the village and then
becoming a volunteer driver and starting a Bowls
Club within the village and becoming a regular club
member.

George was able to retire from Fords at the
age of 58 and he enjoyed a long and active
retirement. He enjoyed playing golf and he
particularly enjoyed being a member of the
independent prison monitoring board at Winchester
using his experience of working with a wide range of
people. He was very proud of being a regular blood
donor and had many certificates for his donations.
His son John taught him to fish, and he enjoyed going
off fly fishing on the beautiful still waters in
Hampshire.

In 2008 the Deans moved to Winford in North
Somerset, and in 2016 to Iwerne Minster. He enjoyed
playing golf at Ashley Wood course. He also greatly
enjoyed the company of the Blandford Probus group
and beating on the Iwerne estate. In some ways this
was going back full circle, because his first paid job
was beating on the Sledmere estate near Driffield
from the age of eight with his pal the head keeper’s
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son for which he got paid in cash, chocolate and a
brace of game. These days not many eight-year-olds
would be left to pedal off by themselves for three
miles as he did.

His final voluntary role was guiding at
Salisbury Cathedral which he was able to do until
April last year. He was very proud to take people from
all over the world around the cathedral.

George and Mary were very grateful for the
support they were offered in Iwerne Minster in the last
few months of George’s life.

These memories are based on the eulogy
delivered by his son John at George’s funeral at
St Mary’s in Iwerne Minster

THE SHROTON UKELELE BAND
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The above photo is of the Shroton Ukelele Band
performing in Blandford just before Christmas.
During the last year we performed 37 concerts, or
gigs, as we call them. Usually, we entertain people in
care homes in the nearby towns and villages;
however this year we also performed in both Julia’s
House establishments in Poole and Devizes (no fee
for those two).

We donate all the money we raise to largely
local charities. This year we gave away £2,000 in
total to nine good causes concentrating in the main
on children’s support groups and hospices.

It is a “triple whammy”: firstly, we enjoy
playing; secondly, the audience enjoys listening, and
joining in; thirdly, the selected charities benefit.

We meet on Mondays at 4.30 in the Village
Hall in Shroton (and afterwards in The Cricketers). At
present we have about 15 members, but we would
welcome new faces. Band members come from all
over North Dorset. Although our beginnings were are
Shroton, over half the band are ‘lwerne Minstrels’.
People do also come and enjoy our practice
sessions. Mike Jones
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IWERNE MINSTER
CRICKET CLUB - 2025

Moving into the spring of 2025 the IMCC have set
some specific dates for games to be played here, set
on a schedule covering the third Sunday of the
month, starting at 2pm on the: 18th May; 15th June;
20th July; 17th August; 21st September.

These dates will, it is intended, be supported
by other potential games to include weekend and
midweek fixtures with visiting teams, with more
details to be shared once dates are agreed.

A spring clean and maintenance day will be
held on Saturday 12th April when the pavilion will be
cleaned in preparation for the summer season and
equipment checked to ensure it is ready for the new
season.

Practice sessions will take place at the IMCC
ground over weekends and Tuesdays starting on the
22nd April, times to be based on daylight hours of
course. Enquiries are being made as to where we
may be able to set up some indoor net sessions, prior
to the 22nd April with more details to be notified in
due course. .

The John Deere grass cutter has been put to
good use over the late summer and recently with
more work being undertaken to improve the
processes required to maintain the outfield in a
presentable condition through to the spring when the
cutting and rolling process will resume in earnest. A
team of volunteers will be put in place to help with
this important work, committee members included
with volunteers welcome and thanks to those who
have already expressed an interest.

In my recent telephone conversation with
Alison Watkins who has moved to Wimborne, we
discussed the work on the pitch undertaken by her
late husband. It emerged that one of the methods
used to transform what was an agricultural field into a
playing surface was for volunteers to walk the area
with a bucket and pick up stones, which begs the
question: where did all the stones go?

The development of the IMCC website
continues, directing interested parties to the correct
website rather than the various links to past media
platforms some of which could be linked through an
archive system but are secondary to the main
website now found at https://iwerneminster.play-
cricket.com. The "WhatsApp" group platform remains
in place for any who are interested in playing or
supporting the club, with further work undertaken to
develop the establishing of the IMCC, guided by the
ECB and Dorset Cricket Association.
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The opportunity to play village cricket is open
to anyone interested and keen to learn. The number
of players remains the driving force so if you are
interested in playing cricket for the IMCC, then do
please let us know. A mobile phone number means
we can add you to the "WhatsApp" group, making
communication easier. We will also develop the IMCC
website to include relevant information for all
concerned.

Funding for 2025 will be set at two levels, one
for players and one for supporters i.e. non-playing
members and in all cases any donations will be
acknowledged and gratefully received allowing us to
increase the equipment needed for the 2025 season.

1) The annual joining fee for players will be set

at £50 for an adult, aged 18 and over.

2) For "juniors" aged up to their 18th birthday
there will be no charge.

3) Supporters who believe their playing days may
be over are welcome to register as members of the
club for a donation of £25 though for start-up
purposes any donations above £25 would be very
welcome.

Where cricket teas form part of the match day
experience, a fee should be paid on the day.

Application forms have been created for
January 2025 to support the registration process. It is
our intention to consider applying for league status for
the 2026 season and over time to develop the playing
squad across all age groups and genders, including
at some stage softball based games as an
introduction to cricket.

If you have any questions at this stage please
call me on 01747 811433 or e-mail me at
20j01980@gmail.com

NB - The IMCC are grateful for the ongoing
support for this venture provided by LEWISIA
LIMITED / the lwerne Estate.

Andrew Osborne
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IWERNE VALLEY WALKING GROUP
DECEMBER WALK 2024

SERO would like to take this opportunity to
thank everyone who has supported them over the
past twenty-one years. Please email
serocharity@gmail,com for further details and ticket
sales.

Eight of us and three dogs set out from Sutton Veney
on a beautifully sunny Saturday along a dead end
lane up to the down, then followed a bridleway that
traversed along the top of the down with extensive
views either side and eventually descended to the
village of Tytherington. We walked through
Tytherington and across a field of rather bedraggled
sheep before reaching the ruined Church of St
Leonard.

Finally, we walked along a back lane with
many attractive properties to return to our cars at the
village hall. A very enjoyable walk of 8km.

Louise and Hannah

SERO’S 215T BIRTHDAY!

One of the Latin meanings of
SERO is to ‘link or join
together’ and in April 2004, a
y \) group of Sturminster Newton
ladies did just that. Deciding it
S e ro ~ was very important to help
P— Dorset children and their
families, they formed a group to
raise money for local charities and Julia’s House, the
Dorset and Wiltshire Children’s Hospice, who provide
practical and emotional support for families caring for
a child with life-limiting or life-threatening conditions.
Most of the children Julia’s House cares for are
unlikely to live beyond 18. To date, SERO has
donated just over £120,000 to this charity.

Nearly £50,000 has been raised for other local
charities including the Paddock Pantry and the
Cheese Festival in Sturminster Newton. Regular
fundraising events include a stall at Hey Day,
refreshments over the August Bank Holiday Art Trail
in Child Okeford and the tea tent at Sturminster
Newton Cheese Festival. In 2025 we will also be
running a Race Night on 22 March and a VE Day quiz
on 9" May in Child Okeford Village Hall. Tickets are
just £15 each and include refreshments.
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Help us celebrate the 21 Birthday
of our charity
SERO
21 years of raising funds
for local charities and
Julia’s House Children’s Hospice.

T g = T s

Music from local group THE
GRAVELLERS. Talk and presentation
from Julia’s House Community Fundraiser
Amanda Gillett.

At Child Okeford Village Hall
on Friday 215 February 2025
7 pm for 7.30 pm
BAR, RAFFLE AND SILENT AUCTION
£15 per ticket with refreshments
email: serocharity@gmail.com
Or ring Julie on 07749 486733
Or Kate on 07725 245066
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NEW CONCERT
SEASON!

| am delighted to
announce a new
season of five
concerts as listed
below. | hope you will
rush to buy tickets for
them all and | hope
you will tell all your
local friends about
them so that tickets
sell like hotcakes....
thank you in advance
for your support. Any
questions to
info@ruthrogers.net -
or call me on 07968
805756.

All the concerts are at 6.30pm at the Farrington Hall,
Port Regis School, Motcombe Park SP7 9NS. Tickets
are £20 (or £5 for under 18s). Warmest wishes, Ruth

Monday 17th February 2025, 6.30pm - Violin &
Piano Recital

Ruth Rogers, violin & Simon Callaghan, piano will
perform the Brahms A major Sonata, Ravel’s violin
sonata and the mighty Kreutzer Sonata by
Beethoven.
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/shaftesbury-chamber-
music-series/t-eanardx

Friday 14th March 2025, 6.30pm - Cello
Extravaganza

Jesper Svedberg, cello & Hugo Svedberg, cello will
perform a feast of works by Vivaldi, Debussy, Fauré,
Beethoven & Bruch. Their pianist is still to be
announced.
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/shaftesbury-chamber-
music-series/t-yaxamly

Good Friday 18th April 2025, 6.30pm - luventus
Quartet

The luventus String Quartet - Ruth Rogers, Nicky
Sweeney, Becky Low & Katherine Jenkinson will
perform Haydn’s masterpiece “The Seven Last Words
of Christ” to mark Good Friday.
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/shaftesbury-chamber-
music-series/t-moxoapy

Saturday 14th June 2025, 6.30pm - Bechstein
Piano Trio

The newly formed Bechstein Piano Trio features
internationally acclaimed artists Emmanuel Despax,
Guy Johnston & Priya Mitchell. They will perform
works by Tchaikovsky & Beethoven.
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/shaftesbury-chamber-
music-series/t-zzrzjrg
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Shaftesbury
Chamber
Music
Series

Saturday 5th July 2025, 6.30pm - Aquinas Piano
Trio

Well known to SCMS audiences, the Aquinas Piano
Trio - Ruth Rogers, Martin Cousin & Katherine
Jenkinson - will perform works by Mozart, Ireland,
Shostakovich and Brahms.
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/shaftesbury-chamber-
music-series/t-pgeqggel

IWERNE MINSTER NEWSLETTER

Published every two months on the first of the
month. Next issue: April 1st, 2025
Contribution deadline: March 20th, 2025

Editor Monique Goodliffe monique@hairy-
barbarian.com

Contributions are welcome from residents of
Iwerne Minster or anyone with an interest in the
village. Get in touch if you know of anything
that is newsworthy. Please send any
contributions by email or hard copy through the
letter box.

Digital photos should be high resolution (i.e.
direct from the camera, not down-sized for
websites). Please send the image file rather
than embedding it into a text document.
Copyright should be agreed with the
photographer.

The views expressed are not necessarily those
of the editor.

Village Diary

Paul Le Prevost compiles the Iwerne Minster
Village Diary, available by email and pinned to
noticeboards. Please let Paul know of new
events at paul.leprevost@btinternet,com

Printer
Parish Magazine Printing
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