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WEDDING BELLS RING OUT FOR KATIE AND SPUNDY! 
 

‘When you hear the bells, come to the Church!’ said 

Spundy, and so we did, in our droves, packed into 

every available space of the village church which was 

heaving at the sides, whilst others lined the lane 

outside. A phone call to the pub prompted the groom 

and his cavalcade of scooter ushers to make their 

short drive up Hobgloblin in the bright sunshine; 

meanwhile the organist kept guests entertained with 

renditions of Baggy Trousers, It Must Be Love, and 

The Final Countdown, like a scene picked straight out 

of the Vicar of Dibley. 

 

 
 

 As per tradition, the bride arrived fashionably 

late, sung into church by Sara Jones singing Slade 

‘My oh My’ at her absolute finest . Katie, looking so 

beautiful, was then greeted by Spundy, who must 

have been blown away with how completely 

wonderful she looked, although his first words were 

‘Where’ve you been ?! ‘ …and so the mood was set! 

 The service was perfect, conducted 

flawlessly by David Sinclair, who managed an 

exuberant congregation with such skill - the lesson 

was read with great presence by Clive Hughes, and 

even the most reluctant singers joined in with well-

chosen songs/hymns from childhood, like ‘Shine 

Jesus Shine’, the whole church finally swaying to 

‘He’s got the whole world in his hands’. 

 The bells rang out again, and the happy 

couple stepped outside to greet guests whilst the 

church volunteers transformed St Mary’s into a 

wonderful reception area where we all had Prosecco 

and tea in equal measures, listened to speeches and 

managed to devour what seemed like endless 

amounts of cake . 

  

 

 

The new Mr and Mrs Spundy then left the church with 

Katie astride Spundy’s moped, and drove off into the 

sunset… well not quite! Actually into the  village field 

for the rest of the day where we all of course followed 

and what seemed like the entire village descended, 

partying in the field amongst gazebos and pretty 

tables bedecked with fairy lights and bunting, 

dancing until the wee small hours. 

 

 

 

 A whole day of friendship, love , happiness, 

and community - a true testament to Spundy and 

Katie themselves and, if ever a definition of village life 

was required, this day was it. Debs Kidd   
(Photos courtesy of Katie and Spundy) 
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DORSET AND SOMERSET AIR 

AMBULANCE FUND RAISING WEEK 

 

 In August, following the part that Dorset and 

Somerset Air Ambulance played in saving Wyns 

Meise’s life earlier in the year, Kim and Richard at 

The Talbot hosted a fantastic week of fundraising. 

 The DSAA provides lifesaving, pre-hospital 

critical care to those in urgent need across Dorset 

and Somerset and they rely on community support 

so they can be there for critically ill and injured 

people when every second counts.  

 The Tuesday Quiz night kicked off the week 

hosted by Pip Swarbrick and Jon Fraser. It was a 

tremendous success supported by 12 teams both 

inside and outside with approximately 60 people 

attending. A great night was had by all and they 

raised the grand sum of £629!  

 The coffee morning on Thursday was very 

well attended and was enhanced by welcoming 

Lawrence’s Auctioneers offering valuations, for a 

small fee, whilst we all enjoyed delicious homemade 

cakes and coffee by villagers. Could this catch on, I 

wonder? 
 

 

And finally, the wonderful BBQ and live music 

evening featuring the brilliant Rob West (Wyns’ and 

Janet’s son in law), the Sara Jones band and Main 

Intentions (formerly The Clays). It was a beautiful 

warm evening with a packed courtyard. Angela 

Rippon and the BBC One Show, “One Big Thank 

You” team made a surprise (to many) entry along 

with Wyns’ medical team at Bournemouth Hospital. 

Many happy tears were shed with everyone 

clapping and dancing to celebrate the life of Wyns. A 

truly joyful evening ending a fantastic week. The 

One Show aired the show on September 18th so 

that everyone can enjoy seeing the event. 

 The final total raised was a splendid 

£2,258.79p. A million thanks to The Talbot team and 

to Janet for organising the ‘surprise!.  

              Julia Osborne  

  (Photo courtesy of Jules Power) 

SUMMER SHOW 2025 

Inside one of the marquees  (Photo: David Gorman) 
 

The Summer Show was again an amazing success 

- a very hot but thoroughly enjoyable day with a 

profit of just over £1000 which will go to charity. 

 I would like thank everyone who helped to 

set it up, to the many sponsors and those 

who  donated to the raffle and tombola and to those 

who provided cakes, and finally the people who 

helped on the day in so many ways and finally took 

everything down and put it away ready for next year! 

 There was an increase in show entries which 

created a wonderful display in the main marquees 

and it was satisfying to see more children’s work 

this year too. Thanks to Kerry O’Connor and to our 

Show Secretary, Heather Overton.  

 The WI did their usual splendid job providing 

refreshments  and many compliments were again 

paid.   

 Vintage cars and a selection of motor 

scooters offered more interest alongside stalls 

selling books, beautiful plants and homemade 

knitted and sewn wares at various sites around the 

field. 

 Musical entertainment provided by the 

Iwerne Minster’s own Sara Jones Band added to 

the enjoyment for everyone.  The day was rounded 

off by an auction of donated produce, ably run by 

Rob Smith, who then presented the cups and 

prizes. Many thanks to him for his continuing 

support of IMPHA.  

     

      Sue Le Prevost (Chairman of IMPHA) 

 

 
Rob Smith presents a prize to Dianne Benfield 

                                       (Photo: David Gorman) 
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VILLAGE CLUB NEWS 

 

The autumn session of the Village Club ticked off 

with a quiz in September. Although there were not 

as many teams as usual, those who competed 

enjoyed a very good set of questions set by Dot. It 

was generally agreed that we had a very happy 

evening.  

 Our next meeting on Thursday, October 2nd 

will be an illustrated talk by John Goodliffe entitled 

“Aspects of the Shetland Isles”. This will be followed 

by our AGM in November after which there will be 

the now familiar Dutch Supper. Everyone is very 

welcome to attend our evenings non - or new 

members - subscription £5.00. This entitles you to 

the use of the snooker table and to join the table 

tennis ladies on a Tuesday afternoon [see Dot].  

 Advance news – next year’s pantomime will 

go into production in October. If you are interested 

in taking part in any way watch out for the casting 

date or contact Adrian Delso at 

adrian.delso@icloud.com for more details.  

   Penny Marsh (Chairperson)   

 

CRAFT MORNING IN AUGUST 

 

 
 
 

On a sunny day in August, Kerry O’Connor and 

Heather Overton organised a craft morning for 

children in the village to learn new skills and also to 

encourage them to enter the Summer Show. It was 

a great success. Well done to all of the children who 

took part: Theo, Kathryn, Ellie, Mary Ann, Jacob, 

Sofia, Emma and Delilah. More crafting events are 

planned for the future so keep an eye on the 

noticeboards. 

 

SPLENDID WORK! 

 

A heartfelt thankyou to all householders who have 

cut back their hedges from the public pavements, 

footpaths and highways.  Walkers, pushchair and 

wheel-chair users thank you.  Still a few hedges to 

be trimmed back, but a great effort so far.   JG 

 

 EMERGENCY VEHICLE ACCESS 

AROUND THE VILLAGE 

 

Please ensure that, when you park on the road, you 

leave sufficient space for fire engines and 

ambulances (and dustbin lorries) to get past.  Some 

roads are particularly tricky, such as Watery Lane, 

Shute Lane and Dunns Lane.  Please also ensure 

your visitors park sensibly too.  Thank you.     JG 

 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO RON AND 

DIANNE BENFIELD ON THEIR PRIZE 

AT THE DORSET COUNTY SHOW 

 

 
   (Photo: Dianne Benfield) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

IWERNE MINSTER 100 CLUB 

RESULTS 

  

May 2025 

£15 Lionel Stickley (71) 

£12 Jim Westwood (7) 

£10 Alwin Greder (62) 

£5  Penny Marsh (48) 

 

June 2025 

£15 Ulf Greder (63) 

£12 Finn Marsh (20) 

£10 Heather Newson (67) 

£5  Sue Le Prevost (1) 

 

July 2025 

£15 George Scott (17) 

£12 Andrew Jenkins (18) 

£10 Paul Le Prevost (52) 

£5  Tony & Val Freestone (29) 

 

August 2025 

£15 Val Baker (13) 

£12 Jeff Overton (76) 

£10 Mike Deeming (80) 

£5  Alain de Villoutreys (64) 
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ALEC HALL 15/6/1941 - 1/9/2025 

 

 
 

Many of you will have heard that Alec passed away 

peacefully at home on the 1st September.  Alec was 

born in Shroton, one of five boys. On leaving 

primary school he passed his 11+ and went on to 

the Shaftesbury Grammar School.  After leaving 

school he started working for his grandfather, who 

taught him many building skills and after that he was 

with Mr Paddock in Child Okeford; he then became 

self-employed. 

 About this time, he met Shirley and 

introduced her to the joy of riding pillion on his 

motorbike, not always a pleasure on a cold day.  

Despite that they got married and soon had a 

daughter, Sally, and son, Richard, which made their 

family complete.  They had 58 years together, living 

in the same house in Iwerne Minster for most of that 

time.  Alec continued building, with some of his work 

being on new classrooms in Clayesmore School.  

He ended his time there on the very elegant stone 

wall at the entrance of the school opposite the War 

Memorial.  He also worked on many of the houses 

in the village, making many friends as they knew 

they could always rely on him to help them.  As his 

family grew up, there were many happy occasions, 

as when Sally married Tim and Richard married 

Lisa, both in the village church.  Over time the family 

increased as grandchildren Lucy, Sophie, Jamie, 

Laila and Calum were born.  He was the proudest 

grandfather, affectionately known as ‘Dad-Dad’ and 

felt respect and admiration for all they achieved. 

 Alec was a very quiet and private man but at 

times had a very wicked sense of humour.  He 

belonged to the Boys’ Brigade, gained a black belt 

in Judo and taught many others.  He also enjoyed a 

game of darts with his friends in The Talbot.  But the 

times he most enjoyed was when the family got 

together for many happy occasions.  Thank you to 

all my friends and neighbours who have helped me 

over this very sad time.                       Shirley Hall 

THE VIEW FROM ST MARY’S 

 

At about this time every year, the annual Ride and 

Stride takes place to raise funds for the Dorset 

Historic Churches Trust and for St Mary’s. A number 

of parishioners make the lovely walk from St 

Nicholas in Ashmore to St Mary’s, Shroton via the 

churches at Fontmell Magna, Sutton Waldron and 

our own St Mary’s, a distance of about ten miles. 

 This year around a dozen people did all or 

part of the walk. All were sponsored, whether for a 

fixed sum, per mile, or for the number of churches 

visited. 

 In addition to those who strode, St Mary’s 

was manned all day so that those who visited the 

church could be given refreshments. In all more 

than 30 walkers and cyclists visited the church and 

appreciated the opportunity of a hot or cold drink 

and biscuits. 

 The weather was perfect for most of the day 

and when the heavens did open at around midday, 

the Striders were indoors enjoying a delicious lunch 

of soup, bread and cheese!  

 Thanks are due to many people, especially 

to Mike Deeming who (again!) organised the day, 

supported by Debbie Giddings; to the walkers and 

their sponsors; to Sian Thornton for providing such 

an excellent lunch; and to the volunteers who 

manned St Mary’s. The amount raised will be 

published as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

 We have also just enjoyed the annual 

Harvest Lunch in the Tithe Barn at Home Farm 

House. It is a wonderful setting and we are most 

grateful to Christine and Tim Ingram for allowing us 

to use it. The lunch was sold out and around 60 

people enjoyed a delicious home cooked lunch and 

a glass (or two) of wine. We were, as is traditional, 

entertained by young musicians from Clayesmore. 

Thanks are due to Fran Deeming and her team of 

volunteers who helped make the event such a 

success. The event raised sufficient to enable us to 

make a donation of £1000 to Alabare, the Salisbury 

based charity which supports the homeless, and 

which St Mary’s has supported for many years. 

                                  (Continued on page 5) 
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 This a good opportunity to thank all those 

volunteers who help run St Mary’s, and without 

whom the church could not function. In particular 

huge thanks are due to those who contribute 

financially, including many non-church goers, who 

give simply because the church means a lot to 

them. 

 It is perhaps not generally known that the 

cost of running St Mary’s falls entirely on the 

parishioners. There is no pot of gold in Salisbury we 

can call on. The cost of maintaining the church and 

churchyard, heating and lighting, insurance – all are 

funded by donations (although some charities 

provide grants for repairs and improvements). All 

these costs are increasing all the time, as they are 

for us all. Perhaps the major expense is  the parish 

share, which we pay to the Diocese, and which 

goes to pay the salary, pension and housing costs  

of the clergy. Last year this amounted to £24,275  

but is increasing by £5000, an increase which will 

be hard to fund. 

 If anyone is interested in helping the church 

financially on a regular basis, please contact David 

Sirl, our Treasurer,  (David.sirl@outlook.com). If you 

are already contributing and would consider 

increasing your payment, then again please contact 

David. We are most grateful for all that you give.  

         David Parkhouse 

 

UPDATE ON IWERNE MINSTER 

CRICKET CLUB 

 

 

 

Shades of summer 2025: brown grass and blue, blue 

skies.  (Photo: Andrew Osborne) 
 

  

It was Bank Holiday Monday 25th August when a 

long awaited cricket match took place with the IMCC 

hosting the Retired Pipers on a lovely sunny, if 

somewhat warm, afternoon. 

  

I must apologise for the fact that our plan of playing 

games on a monthly basis has not been met, simply 

down to the safety issues centred on the square 

which has suffered in the very dry weather.  

 Much work has been done by a few 

dedicated individuals to get the square to a point 

where a game could finally be played, recognising 

that we really wanted a lot of rain but there we are. 

 My thanks in particular go to Gabriel Van 

Gran and John Sutherland who have been the 

mainstays in getting the square to a level that we 

were able to play at all, supported by Brooke 

Bowater and myself. 

 The bounce of the ball was somewhat 

unpredictable at times but never dangerous to the 

players. Cracks in the square were filled where 

possible using 2 tonnes of loam overseen by Brooke 

and at times brushed in during numerous trips to 

check the square. 

 As to the game itself, we played a 25 overs a 

side match, with the Retired Pipers scoring 116 

setting the IMCC a target of 117 to win. At the end 

their 25 overs, IMCC had reached 107 and so a 

close game with cricket winning the day, after a long 

wait, and no dramas other than a few strains for 

some. Top scorers were Charlie Bush (Retired 

Pipers) who retired on 35 not out whilst recent 

additions to the village team, brothers Will and 

James Emerson both reached 29 for the IMCC. 

 An excellent tea was produced and 

appreciated by the players and some of the 

spectators. The key contributors being Mina 

Bowater, Charlotte Bowater, Julia Osborne and 

Graham Eames with thanks to all concerned 

ensuring that no one went hungry either during or 

after the game. It should also be noted that Rupert 

Brown volunteered to umpire and so many thanks 

for stepping to the plate for that. I should also add 

my thanks to Rob Smith for recently cutting the 

outer playing area making it easier to find the ball on 

a couple of occasions.   

 At close of play we moved to the Talbot for 

post-match drinks, finishing the sandwiches, and 

discussing the finer points of the game and a wide 

range of other topics. 

 Whilst the season has not gone to plan, 

persistence and hard work have paid off in that we 

are building on the number of players, though also 

need to build a team tasked with maintaining the 

pitch for the remainder of 2025, into 2026 and 

beyond. 

 With the right weather conditions, allowing 

for some much needed rain, we are hoping to 

arrange more fixtures in September, with Sunday 

21st being the last proposed date for this year. Will 

the weather have a part to play? 

 

    Andrew Osborne 

mailto:David.sirl@outlook.com
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IWERNE VALLEY WALKING GROUP  

 

JULY 2025 WALK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eleven people and three dogs turned up for the 

walk and/or the pub lunch on a warm and muggy 

day (but no rain, thankfully).   

 We started from The Chetnole Inn near 

Sherborne and walked through the graveyard to 

the church opposite and explored inside the 

ancient church for a while before taking the 

footpath to the old (Snuff) Mill.  From there we went 

across fields and through a shady wood to a ford 

which had a bridge running alongside it into a field, 

so we humans didn’t need to get our feet wet.  

However, the dogs did, with great relish. 
 

                                   

    (Photos: Helen English) 

 

Before going back into the village, we did a little 

detour to have a look at the railway station.  It’s 

very small and on a single line track at that point.  

The service runs between Bristol and Weymouth, 

and you have to put your hand out to request it to 

stop.  Quite by chance a train pulled in when we 

were there and might have thought one or two of 

us wanted to get on.  Fortunately, a couple of 

people were getting off, so it didn’t stop for nothing! 

 We enjoyed our lunch back at Chetnole Inn 

before returning home.                 Helen English 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 2025 WALK 
 

 

                                                                                                                                                  (Photos Claire Watson) 

Despite a forecast threatening much rain and 

cloud, 15 people and 3 dogs turned up at the White 

Horse Inn in Stourpaine (2 more joined us for lunch 

later). We only had a short downpour, and were 

rewarded with sunshine for the last third of our 

walk. After going through a field to a metal bridge 

over the Stour, past a weir, to the War Memorial in 

Durweston, we had a steady climb up the Jubilee 

Trail with views of rolling hills, passing through 

beech and ash woods. A  couple of people walked 

back down to Stourpaine for a shorter walk, the full 

walk being over 5 miles’ long. We then went 

through Blandford Forest, on Stourpaine Hill where 

we came across a learning centre where people 

were learning to make hurdles out of freshly cut 

hazel saplings. We walked down through the trees 

to the A357 which we crossed, past the new Black 

Cat Café, and a home where we’d been left freshly 

picked Cox apples to help ourselves to. On to the 

trailway, back over the Stour and through beautiful 

Stourpaine woods, past the playing fields, along to 

the church and up to the White Horse again where 

we had a lovely meal. Such a popular and friendly 

pub!             Claire Watson 
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THE ANGLO-SAXON CEMETERY AT IWERNE MINSTER: 

A SUMMARY OF THE FINDINDS 
 

The Archaeological excavation of part of the Anglo-

Saxon cemetery behind Church Path has now 

drawn to a close after three months on site and a 

memorable summer of fascinating discoveries. In 

total, we recorded 81 graves, about four times early 

estimates. The burials reflect the lay population of 

the village and surrounding settlements from the 

late Saxon period to the Norman Conquest and 

slightly beyond, perhaps as long as 400 years in 

total. 

 

 
A general view of the archaeological dig site 

(Photo: John Goodliffe) 

 

Our excavation lies less than 100m to the west St 

Mary’s Church and was almost certainly associated 

with the early minster that gave the village its 

name. Documentary sources suggest that a 

minster church was probably founded in the late 

7th century and was responsible for the pastoral 

care of several surrounding settlements. To date, 

no physical evidence of the minster church has 

been found although there is a presumption that it 

was on the same spot as the present early 12th 

century church. The location of the cemetery would 

certainly suggest it was close by. 

 Men, women, children, and infants were all 

represented and were laid to rest directly into 

graves cut into the chalk in simple shrouds, 

wrapped with twine or cord. In keeping with 

Christian burial tradition, most were oriented west–

east (or thereabouts) and none of the graves 

included any artefacts with the exception of some 

residual pottery fragments. Sadly, infant mortality 

was high, with several babies interred with adults, 

perhaps mothers/fathers or close kin. Among the 

final discoveries were two unusual plank burials. In 

each case, the scorched remains of a single 

charred wooden plank had been placed under the 

individual. One adult male had a plank running the 

full length of his body, from head to foot, measuring 

about five inches wide. Close by, a juvenile had 

been treated in a similar way. These rare features 

are thought to have symbolic meaning – perhaps  
 

 

linked with humility or penance – but their exact 

significance remains a mystery. We can also dispel 

any long-held assumptions that our ancestors were 

small. Our initial assessment of the long bones 

indicate that both men and women had a similar 

stature that we expect of the population today, with 

some of the males around 6’ with one exceptionally 

tall and robust male around 6’2”.  

 It was clear that the cemetery had a varied 

layout with a series of spaced graves at the 

western end oriented roughly north-west to south-

east, then a gap before a much more intensively      

used and crowded area at the eastern end with   

graves aligned generally more west to east. Here, 

burials frequently intercut each, where over time,           

graves were forgotten and the ground re-dug to 

inter more burials. In some instances though, 

graves were carefully reopened to add a new 

burial, possibly a family member.  

 

 

 
An example of a grave site which was reused 

(Photo: John Goodliffe) 

 

Our working hypothesis is that the more isolated 

graves at the western end may have been among 

some of the earliest or perhaps reserved space for 

those in the church, while the majority of the lay 

population were buried together much nearer the 

church itself. The gap between the two sets of 

graves and the different orientation is intriguing and 

may reflect space for pathways or perhaps even 

some sort of focal point within the cemetery.  

 Every burial has been carefully recorded, 

photographed and 3D-modelled, with each 

skeleton lifted bone by bone for detailed study. The 

next phase, known as post-excavation analysis, will 

be carried out over the next year or so. Specialists 

will examine age, sex, stature, and evidence of 

disease or injury, helping us build a picture of  
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everyday life and death in Iwerne Minster more  

than 1,000 years ago. Radiocarbon dating will also 

be key in refining our timeline for the cemetery’s 

use. 

  

Ultimately, all the remains will be respectfully 

reburied. By then they will have told us much about 

the people who lived and died here during the 

formative centuries of Wessex, at the time of King 

Alfred and the Vikings. 

 

 

 
A tibia pictured here where the bone had been broken 

and then healed and which presumably left the person 

with a limp.                                   (Photo: John Goodliffe)  

 

Cheryl, Tara and I would like to thank Clayesmore 

School and everyone in the village for their 

patience, interest, and support during the 

excavation. From school visits to evening tours, it 

has been a privilege to share this remarkable 

discovery with you all. The work here has placed 

Iwerne Minster firmly on the map of Anglo-Saxon 

archaeology, and we look forward to keeping you 

updated as the post-excavation research unfolds. 

 

Richard McConnell  

Context One Heritage & Archaeology 

 

 

 

  

    

      

  

 
 

IWERNE MINSTER NEWSLETTER 

 

Published every two months on the first of the 

month. Next issue: December 1st, 2025 

Contribution deadline: November 20th, 2025 

 

Editor Monique Goodliffe monique@hairy-

barbarian.com 

 

Contributions are welcome from residents of Iwerne 

Minster or anyone with an interest in the village.  

Get in touch if you know of anything that is 

newsworthy. Please send any contributions by 

email or hard copy through the letter box.  

Digital photos should be high resolution (i.e. direct 

from the camera, not down-sized for websites).  

Please send the image file rather than embedding 

it into a text document. Copyright should be agreed 

with the photographer. 

The views expressed are not necessarily those of 

the editor. 

 

Village Diary  

Paul Le Prevost compiles the Iwerne Minster 

Village Diary, available by email and pinned to 

noticeboards. Please let Paul know of new events 

at paul.leprevost@btinternet,com 

 

Printer Parish Magazine Printing 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

OCTOBER 17TH, 2025 

* 

6.45PM FOR 7PM 

* 

AT THE VILLAGE CLUB 

* 

A THREE COURSE  

GREEK THEMED MEAL 

* 

£20 PER HEAD 

TICKETS TO BE SOLD NEARER 

 THE TIME 

* 

RAFFLE IN AID OF DORSET AND 

SOMERSET AIR AMBULANCE 

mailto:monique@hairy-barbarian.com
mailto:monique@hairy-barbarian.com
mailto:paul.leprevost@btinternet,com

