IWERNE MINSTER PARISH COUNCIL

Dinah’s Hollow Traffic Management during construction works 
Update August 2026.

The following is a brief update regarding the above project and its resulting traffic management.

1. Traffic Signals
Two sets of traffic lights are in place on the A350 to support the increased traffic volume on the A350.
a) The traffic lights at Iwerne Minster are in place to help manage the existing permanent ‘priority’ traffic management system; if left with no temporary traffic management, the possibility of northbound traffic on the A350 will have limited opportunities to pass and will increase tailbacks through the village.  The temporary signals are to help allow a more equal traffic flow.
b) Two-way lights in West Melbury are in place because of the increased likelihood of HGVs meeting each other at this pinch point and getting stuck.

2. Temporary traffic signals at Iwerne Minster
These were installed following a risk assessment carried out by the Principal Contractor for the scheme.  The requirement for the traffic signals has recently been reviewed.  The Project Team remain of the view that the temporary traffic signals continue to provide an appropriate and proportionate means of managing traffic through Iwerne Minster during the Dinah’s Hollow diversion.
Initial reviews of CCTV survey information and available traffic data indicate that the signals are facilitating a balanced flow of traffic through the existing priority give and take restriction and are not resulting in a material increase in overall journey times or queue lengths when considered alongside the wider impacts of diversion traffic.  It is therefore proposed that the traffic signals remain in place.

3. 20mph temporary speed limits on the A350
The police have requested that they continue to enforce the 20mph restrictions until the end of August, prior to reviewing their findings.  They will then provide feedback to Dorset Council during mid to late September regarding the 20mph temporary speed limits.  A decision can then be made as to whether the 20mph temporary speed limits are kept in place.

The Project Team would also like to take this opportunity to thank you for your patience whilst the works at Dinah’s Hollow are carried out.

