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WHO’S WHO ON IWERNE 

MINSTER PARISH COUNCIL 

 

The Parish Council now has a full complement 

of members, and this seems therefore like a 

good opportunity to remind villagers who they 

are and what role they play in the Parish 

Council. 

Paul Le Prevost is the Chairman with overall 

responsibility for all aspects of the Council and 

particularly with Governance and Finance. 

Kerry O’Connor is Vice-chairman with 

responsibility for Recreation and the 

Neighbourhood Watch. 

John Goodliffe has responsibility for Highways, 

Community Resilience and Environmental 

Protection. 

Keith Skinner has responsibility for Development 

Management/Planning and Footpaths. 

Heather Overton has responsibility for Village 

Features, Recreation, Emergency Planning and 

works with Paul on Finance and Governance. 

Tony Freestone is working on Highways with 

John. 

Tom Brown has joined the Emergency Planning 

Group and acts as liaison with Clayesmore. He 

is also helping John with the Highways project. 

The Parish Clerk is Nicky Phillips. 

Our County Councillor is Jane Somper. 

All can be contacted through the Parish Council 

website: www.iwerneminsterparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

The next public meeting of the Parish 

Council to which all are welcome will be held 

on Monday December 8th, 2025 at Abingdon 

Memorial Hall at 7pm. 

KEEPING OUR VILLAGE 

BEAUTIFUL 
Half way up Tower Hill, with a magnificent view 

of Hambledon Hill, is a bench. You cannot see it 

from the road but there is a layby on the 

opposite of the road where you could park. 

Sadly, few people make it up there and it 

recently fell into disrepair. After consultation with 

the Parish Council, Jeff Overton undertook to 

mend the bench and it is now a thing of beauty! 

 It was a tricky job because of its original 

construction and the way the bench slats were 

fixed into immovable concrete. But Jeff devised 

an ingenious method of creating supporting slats 

onto which he then attached the bench parts. 

These are made of Douglas fir sourced locally 

from Okeford Fitzpaine; Douglas fir works well 

outdoors. Jeff put two coats of Osmo oil on the 

bench and it really brings out the grain in the 

wood. 

 

 

             (Jeff Overton) 

Jeff’s work for the good of the whole village 

reminds me of all that others do to keep Iwerne 

Minster looking beautiful: Spundy sprucing up 

the Tap House and tending to verges; Jeff and 

Heather refurbishing noticeboards with new 

backing and wood stain; others sweeping out 

bus shelters and the Pump as well as people 

caring for flowers into pots on The Chalk and at 

the Pump. 

 If you see an opportunity to do 

something pro bono publico, go for it! We will 

notice and be thankful.             Monique Goodliffe 

 

                      View from the bench    (Jeff Overton) 

 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING A 

HUGE SUCCESS 
Thank you to all who attended the Macmillan 

Coffee Morning this year. The village hall was 

packed, delicious cafetière coffee flowed and the 

volunteers were delighted with the many 

generous contributions of cakes and raffle 

prizes, for which thank you one and all. The 

collective effort raised £641.    Charlotte Bowater 
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WHY NOT CATCH THE PLUSBUS? 
Enjoy a visit to Salisbury for Christmas shopping 

thanks to the PlusBus. This is a very convenient 

service run by Dorset Community Transport which 

runs fortnightly on Tuesdays, leaving Iwerne from 

the Talbot at 9.30, dropping off in the centre of town 

and picking up at the same spot at 12.30. The 

journey takes about one hour. For those with a 

Dorset Bus Pass the charge is a mere £4 return (£8 

if no Bus Pass) – what a bargain! December travel 

dates are Dec 2 and Dec 16, and the 2026 

timetable will be available soon.  

 More information and Ts & Cs from 

dorset@ectcharity.co.uk or www.ectcharity.co.uk 

Travel must be pre-booked on 01258 287987.  
     Alwin Greder 

 

 

IWERNE MINSTER 100 CLUB 

RESULTS 

 

September 

£15 Bernie Hart (70) 

£12 Anne Hibbins (16) 

£10 Mike Deeming (80) 

£5  Midge & Sarah Clayton (38) 

 

October 

£15 Helen Middleton (91) 

£12 Monique Goodliffe (37) 

£10 Philip Lishman (85) 

£5  Jackie Hebron (33) 

 

NEWS FROM THE VILLAGE CLUB 
A good attendance in November at our AGM heard 

an excellent update on Club affairs. The Chairman 

said there had been some very enjoyable meetings 

including the Pantomime for which she thanked the 

“Delso” crew. The Boules tournament was a 

success too thanks to Paul and Kerry. The AGM 

was followed by the Dutch Supper when delicious 

food was enjoyed.  

 Looking ahead into the New Year, we will 

begin with a Coffee Morning followed by the 

Pantomime – please note the dates for this: 

February 26th, 27th and 28th. A good report came 

from the finance department for which we thank 

Rod and wish him well as he is stepping down from 

the Club committee. A new Treasurer is required 

and also a Cleaner as the previous one  has given 

up and members of the committee are doing the 

job at present. Kerry is looking into ways of getting 

younger people into the club.  

 The Village Club welcomes all members of 

Iwerne Minster. Subs are £5 per year and can be 

paid to Steve Harrison c/o Patch Cottage, Tower 

Hill. Please include your email details because this 

helps us to keep in touch with our members. 
     Penny Marsh 

 

IWERNE MINSTER CRICKET CLUB  

 

With the 2025 season being somewhat impacted 

by a series of events, you could say that 2025 was 

challenging. 

 Wynsleigh continues to make a good 

recovery with the added bonus that we can be 

confident that an air ambulance can land safely on 

the cricket pitch and that we know that the "what 

three words" location of "handrail - wicket - happy" 

will lead anyone, including the emergency services, 

to the ground. 

 Work is being carried out to prepare the 

square over the winter and into 2026 which means 

that we have every intention of seeing the level of 

genuine interest in the IMCC being increased and 

more players being attracted to the club. A fixtures 

list for 2026 is currently in preparation with games 

being arranged for specific dates as well 

opportunities for anyone interested in joining to 

engage in net practice opportunities. The games 

will include both midweek evening games and 

weekends.  

 More information will follow as we battle 

through the winter weather, doing our best to avoid 

the 2025 issues centred on a very dry cricket 

square, now restored to a lovely shade of green. 

 We will be seeking funding once again for 

2026 through players’ subscriptions and any 

donations, all of which are welcome and 

appreciated. Maintaining the outfield and cricket 

square are key tasks, supported by 

further improvements to both nets. The John Deere 

cutter has been a great asset to the kit held, with 

thanks to Fontmell Magna PCC, whilst the search 

for a larger machine is now on the list of things to 

do.      

 If you have any questions regarding the 

development of the IMCC then please let me know. 

For example,  what could we do outside the cricket 

season to make better use of the  ground. Archery 

perhaps?  

 Thank you to all who have been involved in 

so many ways to support this venture. This 

includes the Iwerne Estate and also Iwerne Minster 

Garden Services whose ongoing support is greatly 

appreciated.  

 Happy Christmas and let us all look forward 

to an exciting season for 2026 and the growth of 

cricket in our village, open to anyone whether keen 

to play for the first time or seeking to get their kit 

out again.                               Andrew Osborne   

aojo1980@gmail.com - mobile 07808 923563  

mailto:dorset@ectcharity.co.uk
http://www.ectcharity.co.uk/
mailto:aojo1980@gmail.com


3 
 

 

IWERNE MINSTER COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH 

 

 Community Speed Watch is still in operation, having regular road side sessions 

recording speeding traffic on the A350 through our village. This we do with the 

support of the police, who attend at least once a month with either a Camera Van 

or their Trucam Operator, when summons are issued to speeding offenders which 

may result in a fine or road safety course. 

     Recently I spent time with other longstanding Dorset CSW coordinators at a 

joint meeting in Winfrith, headed by Supt Rob Chalkley and his team who are responsible for policing Road 

Safety in Dorset. This meeting held quarterly has been formed to establish a closer tie with the CSW 

volunteers and the police and to discuss future activity based upon countywide reports. 

 A result of these meetings has been the increased CSW contact with other force members such as No 

Excuse, Neighbourhood Policing Teams and the Special Constabulary. 

 It is the aim of CSW to assist the police in reducing the number killed and injured on our roads. These 

figures are falling but not enough, particularly those on motor bikes where extra resources are to be made 

available. Speeding is a main cause of accidents and extra camera vans are being purchased.  

 Information accrued by CSW teams has been processed and resulted in “hot spots” of areas in the 

county for speeding vehicles, even car types, as well as intelligence for other crimes.  

 Our Iwerne Minster group took part in the Week of Action where volunteers were encouraged to hold 

watches on different days for each part of the county over a week; this was quite a success with 55 teams 

taking part, 525 letters of advice issued and 15,099 vehicles monitored. Our input registered just 6 letters for 

the 209 vehicles monitored in the hour we spent. Our adjacent teams in Fontmell Magna and Compton Abass 

were also in operation.  

Read more here: https://news.dorset.police.uk/news-article/a54e5610-fcaf-f011-9d84-6045bdd24049  

 Below are our results for the last two months for your consideration. We regularly experience speeds of 

the mid 40’s and often above 50mph, all outside a school in a 30mph limit. Everyone we have recorded 

speeding will receive correspondence. We are restricted to fair weather operation. 

 

RESULTS OF THE CSW FOR OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER 2025 

 

I hope to continue reporting Iwerne Minster CSW News in the bimonthly Village Newsletter. However we 

urgently need more volunteers to help continue this work.  

 

For more information, please contact me (Geoff Peters 01747 811546) 
 

 

 

October-25 DND022 
Time Place 

Minutes 
No 

Vehicles Speeding %Speeding 
Av 

Speed 
Top 

Speed 

Wednesday 8th 1400 CL 60 216 8 3.7   
Sunday 12th 1200 CL 60 203 12 5.9 37.3 41 

Monday13th     DOA 1100 CL 60 209 6 2.9 36 37 

Sunday19th 1100 CL Rain      
Thursday 23rd  1400 CL Rain      
Tuesday 28th 1510 CL 60 318 20 6.3 37.7 43 

Totals   
240 946 46 4.7 37 

Highest 
43 

         
November-25 
DND022 

Time Place 
Minutes 

No 
Vehicles Speeding %Speeding 

Av 
Speed 

Top 
Speed 

Tuesday 4th 1400 CL Rain      
Saturday  8th 1200 CL 60 289 15 5.2 37.7 51 

Wednesday12th 1400 CL 60 220 6 2.7 39.3 44 

Saturday 15th Van Layby 60  1    
Saturday22nd 1200 CL       
Sunday 30th 1100 CL       
Totals   180 509 22    

https://s-url.co/xNEnAA
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A NEW LECTERN FOR ST MARY’S 

 

At Sally Green’s funeral, Martin Cooke (ex-

headmaster of Clayesmore) commented on the fact 

that our portable lectern was rather tatty, which it 

was, and that we should approach Clayesmore for 

a volunteer to design a new one for their A Level 

project.  

 A year later, Alex brought his newly made 

lectern to the church to show us and it is wonderful. 

The only stipulation I had was that it could be 

adjustable for height so that younger people could 

use it easily. All other aspects of the design are 

Alex’s. St Mary’s is delighted with its design 

especially the way Alex has observed patterns in 

the church and added them to the design.  

 

 

 

 

We could not advertise the fact we had it until his 

results; Alex got an A for his Design/Technology 

(DT), and has commenced his university course at 

Surrey University to read Business Management, 

Entrepreneurship and Innovation. We wish him the 

best of luck with his chosen career. Thank you also 

to Keith Richards, his DT tutor for his support and 

also to Mrs Jo Thomson, the headmistress, for her 

support with this project. 
    Debs Purdue 

 

THE VIEW FROM ST MARY’S 

 

Christmas is coming…! And new this year are the 

Iwerne Minster Advent Windows. As we prepare to 

celebrate the birth of Jesus, windows in the village 

will be decorated in various ways. A new window 

will be revealed every day in different homes and 

businesses, commencing at the beginning of 

December. Follow the trail using the map which will 

be available from the Village Shop and the Talbot 

from around 1st December. As well as the fun of 

looking for the decorated windows, we aim to raise 

funds to support the church at the heart of our 

community (there will be a link on the map). 

 The community recently came together at 

St Mary’s to hear a fascinating talk by Richard 

McConnell, one of the archaeologists leading the 

excavations behind Church Path. A full report on 

the talk can be found elsewhere, but it was great to 

have a full church and to take advantage of the 

technology that we now have in the church. 

 Otherwise, these have been busy times at 

St Mary’s. On Remembrance Sunday we 

remembered those from Iwerne and Sutton 

Waldron who gave their lives during two world 

wars. A full church attended a service led by Bishop 

Tim Thornton. We then walked to the War Memorial 

where we were joined by a large number of people 

from the village. The short but moving ceremony 

was enhanced by the playing of the Last Post and 

the Reveille on the tenor horn by Clayesmore pupil, 

Callum Robinson. He played with great skill and 

confidence, and we are most grateful to him. The 

wreaths which were laid will remain on the War 

Memorial as a reminder of the sacrifices made by 

those who died. 

 Reverting to Christmas, there is one change 

to the services to be noted. Traditionally these has 

been a Christmas Eve service at 11.30 pm. 

However numbers have been declining in recent 

years, so we will be following the example of many 

churches and holding our Christmas Eve service at 

8.30 pm. These services are often referred to as 

“Midnight in Bethlehem” or “Bethlehem Masses” 

because 9pm here is midnight in Bethlehem, so we 

will be celebrating at the same time as Christians in 

the place where Jesus was born. We hope that 

many of you will join us. 

 At the beginning of November, the festival 

of All Souls takes place when we remember those 

of our loved ones who have died. During the 

service names are read out, candles lit in their 

memory, and prayers said. This service is always 

well attended and is a great comfort to those who 

come. 

 And finally, on 5th November our vicar, 

David John, marked the tenth anniversary of his 

arrival in the Benefice. A presentation was made to 

him and Yveta at the service on the preceding 

Sunday. David has also indicated that he will be 

taking a three month sabbatical in April, which is 

quite usual at this stage in a vicar’s ministry. We 

wish him well. In his absence we will be ably looked 

after by our curate, David Sinclair. 

 

    David Parkhouse 
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CONTEXT ONE SHARE THEIR FINDINGS FROM THE 

ARCHEOLOGICAL DIG IN IWERNE MINSTER 

 

On November 20th, over 90 villagers came to St 

Mary’s to listen to a presentation by Richard 

McConnell summing up what has so far been 

learned from the archaeological site on Church 

Path.  

 The work began several months ago when 

Clayesmore announced its intention to develop the 

site for housing and the County Council deemed a 

preliminary dig necessary to ascertain whether 

there could be any burials present beneath the 

proposed footprint of the buildings. They appointed 

the firm, Terrain Archaeology which subsequently 

found eight burials in the two trenches they dug 

and then archaeological firm Context One was 

hired to investigate further.  

 The Context One team, comprising Richard 

McConnell, Dr Cheryl Green and Tara Fairclough, 

and joined by a few experienced volunteers now 

and then, became a familiar sight in the village over 

those very dry, hot months between June and 

September.  

 

 

 
Cheryl, Tara and Richard on site (Richard McConnell)  

 

The public’s curiosity was satisfied in August when 

an open evening attracted over 250 people. We 

were able to tour the site and look into the graves 

with their human remains and to examine the finds. 

 Richard’s excellent presentation carefully 

explained the steps of such an archaeological 

process. Great care was taken to locate what 

turned out to be a stunning 81 graves on this 

limited site, divided roughly into two sections, one 

on the eastern side and one on the west. With the 

aid of modern technologies such as drones and 

photogrammetry, the site was mapped and 

photographed in enormous detail. This will help the 

archaeologists to understand more about the 

people buried here, especially important in view of 

the fact that Anglo-Saxon burial sites like this are 

uncommon. 

 Already, Context One has made several 

findings: these were according to Christian burial 

custom with their heads at the western end. They 

were buried in a supine position, arms crossed at 

the pelvis and probably wrapped in shrouds but not 

put into coffins. There were no grave goods though 

pebbles and sheep’s teeth found near the skulls 

may have had some symbolic significance. 

 All ages were found buried - family groups, 

babies, children and some quite tall men with one 

over 6’ 2”. More will become clear once the 

skeletons have been examined by an 

osteoarchaeologist, and then modern scientific 

methods such as carbon dating will be used to 

ascertain how long the cemetery may have been in 

use during the Saxon period. Once all the 

investigations are complete, the skeletons will be 

reburied with due ceremony and care. 

 Perhaps most exciting to the historians 

amongst us, were Richard’s theories about what 

this all tells us about our village. Iwerne Minster 

was one of the so called high status churches in 

Dorset in the seventh century. It was connected to 

Shaftesbury Abbey and had several dependent 

parochia; in the late seventh century these included 

Fontmell Magna, Preston and Compton Abbas. In 

the mid-tenth century, it was granted to Shaftesbury 

nunnery. Those people from dependant settlements 

were obliged to inter their dead at Iwerne and pay a 

fee, which may explain why there are so many 

graves here. The original chapel, probably built of 

wood, may well have been sited near the eastern 

burial ground.  

 In a way, the archaeological journey has 

only just begun; the sharing of the finds and future 

publications will allow us to learn more and more 

about this important site right in the centre of our 

village. I am sure I am not alone in feeling fortunate 

to be a part of this discovery and to have had such 

approachable, knowledgeable and enthusiastic 

guides in Tara, Cheryl and Richard.  

 To those who missed the talk, there may be 

another opportunity to hear it in the future. 
                    Monique Goodliffe 
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AN EPIC JOURNEY FROM IWERNE MINSTER TO SINGAPORE… 

MOSTLY ON A BIKE 

Frederick and his bike somewhere between Dubai and 

Muscat, Oman (F. Bowater) 

 

I have been asked if I would write something for the 

newsletter about my gap year so here goes!   

  In summary, I cycled to Singapore. Lucky as 

I have been to grow up in the village, it was time to 

go and discover the world. So after my last A-level I 

set about preparing, working locally for a marquee 

company to save up the funds and set off on 

October 9th last year.  

  My father, Brooke, joined me for the first two 

weeks of my journey (he calls it the ‘soft launch’) 

and together we followed a WWI trench cycle route 

from Dunkirk to Porrentruy on the Swiss border, 

after which I carried on alone (a challenging day for 

both parents I think!) 

  Thereafter I cycled into the Alps, then up to 

Vienna, across to Budapest and in a broad sweep 

south to Istanbul though Hungary, Serbia, and 

Bulgaria  (the latter by bus due to knee injury that 

needed rest).  I then had a critical decision to make 

about the onwards route after Istanbul based on 

weather, geo-politics and endless doors closed by 

the FCO. I ended up flat-packing the bike and 

jumped on a plane to Amman in Jordan to 

overcome the trouble spots. From there I cycled 

south down the west coast of Saudi Arabia to Ab’ha 

near Yemen, before travelling up to Ryiadh and 

then Abu Dhabi. I was fortunate to team up with a 

couple of Dutch guys during this period and we 

continued on to Muscat together. Our plan had 

been to cross to Pakistan by dhow but I was 

stymied by visa rules. So I was forced to part ways 

with my new found friends, packed up the bike 

again and flew over to the Gulf to Jaipur to be met 

by my first bout of epic food poisoning. My Indian 

host was incredible but we did agree a trip home to 

recover fully before carrying on might not be a bad 

idea! So I bought a return ticket home, returning to 

Jaipur a couple of weeks later. I realised on getting 

back there that it had been really good to have a 

break from the daily challenge of working out how 

to get from A to B, and where I’d get food, water 

and sleep.  

  I set off again cycling from Jaipur up to the 

South Western tip of Nepal and proceeded to cycle 

the ‘hilly’ route west to east through incredible 

scenery and all extremes of weather from the valley 

floor to the pass tops and back down again  - over 

and over!  

  When I arrived in Kathmandu a school 

friend flew out to meet me and he, I and another 

set off to hike the Annapurna Circuit which took us 

up to 4500 metres – offering an unforgettable 

perspective on the world (as well sense of 

achievement). 

  The next ’stop’ was Vietnam. Once again 

geo-politics at the Bangladesh/Burmese border 

was prohibitive and I took the decision to fly to 

Hanoi (with my school friend). After a week or so 

visiting the area, we parted company as planned 

and I got back on the bike to cycle alone down 

through Vietnam before heading west across 

Cambodia to Thailand and then south through 

Malaysia to Singapore.  

  I could tell you so much more but this is an 

article not a book! So perhaps I can answer some 

of the questions I am asked most often. 

• I lived on a budget of £10 a day (and such 

was the generosity of Saudi Arabians that I 

spent less than £50 the entire time I was in 

the country). 

• I travelled 15,515kms through 20 different 

countries.  

• There were a few near misses, not least 

being knocked off my bike (and taken into 

hospital) when within sight of the 

skyscrapers of Singapore! It wasn’t the 

ending I wanted but it didn’t take away from 

what I’d achieved. 

• Until Vienna I had friends of friends to stay 

with about every five days. I had my tent 

and in between, to save money, I knocked             



7 
 

on people’s doors asking if I could pitch my 

tent in their garden for a degree of safety. I 

explained my journey and the generosity of 

people was incredible, and noticeably more 

so from those with less material wealth. 

There were however some nights in 

abandoned buildings along the way.  

• The hardest country psychologically was 

Cambodia for a variety of reasons, including 

the intense heat, the rain which turned 

roads to peanut butter and, it turned out, my 

body hadn’t fully recovered from severe 

food poisoning.  

• Favourite countries were Saudi Arabia and 

Nepal. The Saudis were so hospitable that 

some days we could barely cycle for a 

couple of hours before being invited in to 

someone’s home for a vast meal. You never 

say no there for fear of offence.  

• My time in Saudi also showed me how 

much our perceptions in the UK are shaped 

by newspapers and assumptions that a 

whole country is like the one area or 

incident we might read about. How wrong 

that can be! 

• I carried a GPS SOS device linked to Global 

Rescue in the event I got into trouble but 

never had to use it.  

• Was I into cycling before? No. I can’t even 

remember the last time I cycled to Child 

Okeford! But I decided it was cost effective 

and I was more likely to meet people and 

get to know a country on a bicycle than by 

any other means.  The underlying truth is 

that I had told people I was going to cycle to 

Singapore and then had to see it through! I 

am so glad I did. I now feel I can take on 

anything. 

  

I have learnt so much by getting out there. It was a 

huge undertaking and the secret was breaking it 

down to achievable goals, even if that’s just 

reaching the next village when you are freezing 

and hungry. Tomorrow is always another day and a 

chance to mentally reset.  

 I am now at Oxford Brookes studying Real 

Estate. I’ll be back mid-December to recharge the 

coffer working for the Dorset Meat Company. As 

you might imagine, I am already planning where I’m 

heading next, likely the Stans  which I missed out 

on by cycle due to winter (but this time by 

motorbike in spring/summer). 

  My journey is blogged on Instagram at: 

Frederick_cycles and the.high.spirits (which covers 

the period with friends hiking the Annapurna). 

     Frederick Bowater 

 

IWERNE VALLEY WALKING GROUP 
OCTOBER 2025 WALK 

 

 
 
 

On the 18th October twelve walkers and four dogs 
set out from The Crown Inn, Winterborne Stickland. 
We headed out along the road, opposite the pub, 
which led us up a track, signposted Winterborne 
Houghton. At the top there was a narrow kissing 
gate, which led us into a field. Then we dropped 
down through a dark narrow path, which led us 
over the Winterborne stream.  
 Crossing over the road, we headed up a 
track, which wound through a wood. Then we 
crossed another road and passed some farm 
buildings and on through a big metal gate (where I 
managed to take the bolt with me!) 
 At the top, overlooking wonderful views of 
Stour Valley, we had a photo session. 
The path led us down to the road where we 
crossed over and up the valley the other side. 
Rounding the edge of several fields we then 
headed down to the road, which led us back to the 
pub.  
    Hannah Barrington 
 

IWERNE VALLEY WALKING GROUP 

NOVEMBER A.G.M 

There was a great turn out for the AGM including 

old and new members and those who no longer 

walk but often join us for lunch. After a walk up part 

of Preston Hill, down to the A350 and around 

Clayesmore grounds, we tucked into tea and 

delicious cakes. Thank you to Jane and Neil 

Davies and various bakers for making it happen. 

 Volunteers came forward to lead walks for 

the year ahead and we look forward to another 

twelvemonth of rambling. 

 Helen English is stepping down as 

organiser after many years – we thank her for her 

tireless efforts to keep us walking even through 

various stages of the pandemic. Claire Watson will 

take over and we wish her luck!  

 New members are welcome and can 

contact Claire on 07708 473568.                   MG 
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CHRISTMAS TREES FOR SALE 
For all of you needing a 

traditional Christmas tree for this year's 

celebrations may I remind you that they will be 

available from the Oasis Plant Centre (in Child 

Okeford) from 10.00am on Saturday 29th 

November.....so please make a note somewhere! 

We will have a good stock of traditional Nordmann 

firs in a range of sizes and we may also have a few 

small (1-3ft) pot grown trees. Should you have a 

need for an extra tall tree - say 10ft+ - please let us 

know as we may well still be able to order you 

something suitable. 

 Please try not to leave it until the last minute 

as we recommend you get your tree at the earliest 

opportunity. Please remember that, although it is 

possible to purchase your tree and leave it with us 

for a few days, we will be closing for Christmas on 

Saturday 20th December and reopening at 9.00am 

on Wednesday 4th February (2026!). With that in 

mind, please remember to collect your tree before 

4.00pm on 20th December to avoid 

disappointment. Please note that we should also 

have some Christmas wreaths for sale. 

 Needless to say, we look forward to 

welcoming you and offer our seasonal greetings... 

even though we know it is too early to be saying 

that!                                       Andrew Davies 

 

NEW SHAFTESBURY CHAMBER 

MUSIC CONCERT SERIES 

 

Four new live concerts over the winter months have 

been announced. Starting on Saturday December 

13th, they include such well-known musicians as 

Adrian Brendel and the Carducci String Quartet. 

Performances take place at the Farrington Hall, 

Port Regis School. Tickets are £20 each. For 

further details call Ruth Rogers on 07968 805756 

or email info@ruthrogers.net   

 

      ST MARY’S CHURCHYARD         

           View from St Mary’s Tower    (John Goodliffe) 

IWERNE WINS AGAIN WITH ITS 

VEGETABLES AT DORSET 

FEDERATION SHOW 

    (Dianne Benfield) 
 

 

IWERNE MINSTER NEWS 
 

Published every two months on the first of the month. 
Next issue: February 1st, 2026 
Contribution deadline: January 20th, 2026 
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Monique Goodliffe 
The Corner House 
Church Hill 
Iwerne Minster 
DT11 8LS 
01747 442970 monique@hairy-barbarian.com 
 
Contributions are welcome from residents of Iwerne 
Minster or anyone with an interest in the village.  Get in 
touch if you know of anything that is newsworthy. 

Please send any contributions by email or hard 
copy through the letter box. 

Digital photos should be high resolution (i.e. 
direct from the camera, not down-sized for websites).  
Please send the image file rather than embedding it into 
a text document. Copyright should be agreed with the 
photographer. 

The views expressed are not necessarily those of 
the editor. 
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Diary, available by email and pinned to noticeboards. 
Please let Paul know of new events at 
paul.leprevost@btinternet,com 
 
Printer 

 

Parish Magazine Print 
 

mailto:info@ruthrogers.net
mailto:monique@hairy-barbarian.com
mailto:paul.leprevost@btinternet,com

