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Dinah’s Hollow – Standing Item
I recently visited Dinah’s Hollow with MP, Simon Hoare to see how the stabilisation scheme is coming along, and I was impressed by how much has been done since my last visit. The project team has made strong progress, and it was reassuring to see that so many trees are being kept, with wildlife and habitats protected along the way.
As we all know this has been a problem for our area for a long time, so it’s encouraging to see a lasting fix taking shape. I’ve been told the work is on track to finish by the end of the year, giving everyone who uses the road a safer and more dependable route.
Who Connects Rural North Dorset 
Dorset Council’s new public transport plan promises more bus journeys, demand-responsive transport (DRT) and stronger support for community transport. That is welcome, but for those of us in North Dorset’s villages and hamlets, the real question is whether it will reach the places the conventional bus network never does.
For rural residents, the issue isn’t how many buses Dorset has. It’s whether you can get to a GP or hospital appointment, to town, to work or to college, and back home again, without a car. The Council’s own business case accepts that fixed-route buses can’t serve every rural community, and that community transport and DRT will need to fill the gaps.
However, the funding is far from secure. The programme is estimated at £67.6 million over seven years, with £39.25 million still to be found and no indication of where it will come from. The plan also says delivery may be phased or scaled back depending on future budgets. That leaves some important questions unanswered
Which North Dorset communities are guaranteed a service, and which are still waiting?
What happens to villages that aren’t on a commercially viable route?
How often will DRT run, and can people book it without a smartphone?
Will it work for an 8am hospital appointment, a 9am college start or a trip home after work?
What happens to the community transport groups already doing this work, given the Council’s own finding that funding uncertainty and a shortage of volunteer drivers are major problems for them?
These matter because a cancelled journey can mean a missed medical appointment for an older resident, or a lost opportunity in education or employment for a young person.
Although I welcome the ambition, I want to know what turns it into a real service with secured funding, clear routes, vehicles, drivers, timetables, accessibility and firm commitments for the villages that currently fall through the gaps.
The question isn’t whether Dorset has a transport strategy. It’s when someone in a small North Dorset village will be able to rely on getting where they need to go. North Dorset needs the connection, not just the promise of one.
20mph Temporary Speed Limits on the A350
I am waiting to hear from officers on the decision on whether the 20mph temporary speed limits along the A350 will remain in place until the end of the works at Dinah’s Hollow or if they will be removed before then.
Dorset Police carried out enforcement during August and have supplied their data to Dorset Council. The council will collate this data with their own, which will inform their decision.
This is imminent, and I have chased it. I know many residents and road users are keen to know what will happen, and I will share the outcome as soon as I have it.
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